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In the last two blog posts, Why I Changed My Mind About Miraculous Spiritual Gifts, and
Three Arguments For Cessation I No Longer Find Convincing, I've briefly explained why, after having a life-
long commitment to cessationism, I am now a convinced continuationist. That is, I explained why I once
held the view that miraculous gifts like healing, tongues, and prophecy ceased with the apostles, but now
I hold the view that all the gifts continue today (if you haven't read those posts, I'll give you a hint at the
answer: the Bible). Here I wanted to share what I think are some helpful resources on the work of the
Spirit, spiritual gifts, and arguments for and against cessation. 

Some Helpful Resources
I'm by no means an expert on this area. Nor would I claim to have a good grasp of all of the literature. But
I thought I might note some resources that I have found especially helpful that I recommend to
others trying to work their own way through such questions. As D. A Carson rightly notes,

In the entire range of contemporary Christian theology and personal experience, few topics are
currently more important than those associated with what is now commonly called "the charismatic
movement." ...Whatever their theological commitments, young clergy will wrestle with questions raised
by the charismatic movement as frequently and in some instances as painfully as anything else that
comes their way. 
(Showing The Spirit, pg. 11).

It would be unwise to stake out a firm claim on such controversial issues without listening closely, and
graciously, to the best representatives from both sides.

Books Arguing For/Against Cessation
For a long time the work by John MacArthur, Charismatic Chaos, has been considered by some to be the
standard case for cessation. A few years ago, MacArthur hosted a conference on the issue again, and wrote
a second book on the topic, Strange Fire: The Danger of Offending the Holy Spirit with Counterfeit
Worship. I've read both (the first one several times). I remain grateful for MacArthur, and his long and
faithful ministry of biblical exposition, but I can't recommend either of these resources, because they
simply aren't written in a charitable spirit, and have what I think is a parochial viewpoint concerning the
issue. Nonetheless, they get referred to a lot. 

A rebuttal volume to the theological claims
of Strange Fire, Strangers to Fire appeared right after
MacArthur’s conference. The authors take up what
they consider his misguided exegesis which has
simply silenced Scripture to instead favor a particular
tradition. There are great chapters by Craig Keener,
Sam Storms, Jack Deere, Wayne Grudem, J. P.
Moreland, Robert Graves, Robert Menzies, Stanley
Burgess, and others. 

A more specific rebuttal of Strange Fire that takes up
the demonstrably fallacious nature of much of what
MacArthur claims about the charismatic
movement is Michael Brown’s Authentic Fire: A
Response to John MacArthur's Strange Fire. It has an
appendix by Sam Storms, and another one by Craig
Keener. Brown is extremely kind, gracious, and
charitable to MacArthur. I think Brown quite
perceptively understands that while MacArthur is
rightly a highly respected and godly expositor, for
whose ministry we should all be deeply grateful, he
has a demonstrably parochial view, and an
evident blind spot, when it comes to this issue in particular.

Anyone who has read Charismatic Chaos or Strange Fire (or both) I think should, in the interest of
fairness, read one or both of those two rebuttals (start with Brown). 

J. P. Moreland's argument for continuationism and plea for a more urgent seeking of the miraculous is
found in his Kingdom Triangle: Recover the Christian Mind, Renovate the Soul, Restore the Spirit's Power.
He is no intellectual lightweight, and is the author not only of calls to a life of the mind like, Love Your God
with All Your Mind: The Role of Reason in the Life of the Soul, but also coauthor with W.L. Craig of a
standard, massive textbook on Philosophy, Philosophical Foundations for a Christian Worldview. As he
notes there, 

Fewer and fewer Christian scholars hold to cessationism, and it may fairly be called an increasingly
marginalized viewpoint. This shift in scholarly opinion has been partly responsible for the renewal of
miraculous ministry in the Western church (non-Western Christians are almost never cessationist in
orientation).
(Kingdom Triangle, pg. 175)

Jack Deere tells his story of leaving behind cessationism as a Dallas Theological Seminary professor and
becoming a convinced charismatic as the Spirit invaded his own life in the volume, Surprised by the Power
of the Spirit: Discovering How God Speaks and Heals Today. Along the way he answers cessationist
objections and makes a positive argument for continuation. 

Sam Storms tells his own story of leaving behind cessationism and becoming a convinced charismatic as
the Spirit invaded his life in Convergence: Spiritual Journeys of a Charismatic Calvinist. I highly recommend
this work to all. It will stir your heart with love for God's word and passion to see his Spirit work, whatever
your positions. 

A better case for cessationism than those by MacArthur is in the recent book by Tom Schreiner, Spiritual
Gifts: What They Are and Why They Matter. I've had Tom as a professor for several classes at SBTS. He has
stood on both sides of the issue. He was a cessationist, then a continuationist, and now a cessationist
again. And he speaks with a Christian tone about those he disagrees with. 

A brief back-and-forth between him and Sam Storms can be found here and here.

Robert Thomas surveys the gifts and mounts a case for hard cessationism in Understanding Spiritual Gifts:
A Verse-by-Verse Study of 1 Corinthians 12-14. He defends the claim that when Paul refers to the
"mature/perfect" in I Cor. 13:10, Paul has in view both the second coming and the completion of the canon
of Scripture. Virtually no other scholars follow him at this point. 

Richard Gaffin mounts one of the most widely respected cases for cessation at length in Perspectives on
Pentecost, here, in a generally respectful and gracious tone. In many minds, it is probably the standard
academic work making the cessationist case. 

A helpful work from a softly cessationist perspective is, Who’s Afraid Of The Holy Spirit? by Dan Wallace,
James Sawyer, and others. The authors acknowledge that cessationists have too often neglected the work
of the Spirit today, and they call the church to seek his power, while maintaining a cessationist theology.

Michael Patton, president of Credo House, has also written a great deal arguing for cessationism. I count
him a friend, respect him, have learned a great deal from him, and consider his arguments some of the
best I've seen. A lengthy and helpful discussion of the issues occurs on the Theology Unplugged broadcast
from Credo House, "Why I Am/Am Not a Charismatic" here.

Vern Poythress is a model of irenic discussion as he argues here that even within a firmly cessationist
framework like his own, cessationists can and should affirm the genuine working of the Holy Spirit behind
much in the modern charismatic movement. He also discusses tongues more specifically from this
framework here, and spiritual gifts in general in his little book on gifts here. 

A Good Entry Point
If readers want one volume to hear each side well, I’d
recommend, Are Miraculous Gifts for Today?: 4
Views. (I have a number of copies. I won't ship
anywhere, but if someone wants to meet up for
coffee, I'll give them a copy free, till they run out). It's
a level-headed treatment of the issues with some of
the best representatives from each side making their
cases well. 

Richard Gaffin takes up the cessationist
view. Robert Saucy takes up the "open but cautious"
view, which, the editor notes, is likely now the
position of the vast majority of
evangelicalism. Sam Storms takes up what they call
"a third wave view," and Douglas Oss takes up the
Pentecostal/Charismatic view. The difference
between the viewpoints of Storms and Oss is that
Oss defends the Pentecostal distinctives that,

1) Baptism in the Holy Spirit is an empowering
experience subsequent to conversion and should
be sought by Christians today and,
2) When baptism in the Holy Spirit occurs, people will speak in tongues as a “sign” that they have
received this experience. 

Storms rejects both of those claims, identifying the baptism in the Spirit with conversion, and arguing that
tongues is a gift given sovereignly to whom God wills, and that it is not a necessary evidence of this
baptism. But they both agree that all the gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in the NT are for today. 

The contributors modeled a Christian spirit of kindness to one another. They met for several full days after
writing to all sit in a room together, with Greek New Testaments open, and discuss the issues freely,
openly, and with a gracious tone, as they sought to understand each other and represent each other well.
In fact, the editor only agreed to edit the volume if the publisher would make this face-to-face meeting a
reality, so that the gospel that unifies them is highlighted more than the difference on this issue that
distinguish them.

Books On The Miraculous Gifts
Each of these next works are by continuationists (with one exception). I think they generally have the
better understanding of the biblical texts on the gifts and how they function, so recommend you to their
works.

Nothing is more thorough than the detailed exegesis of every S/spirit text in Paul by Gordon Fee, God's
Empowering Presence. His exceptional exegesis of I Corinthians in particular is found in his standard
commentary in the NICNT set here. 

The single best treatment of I Cor. 12-14 that I've read is D. A.
Carson's, Showing the Spirit: A Theological Exposition of 1
Corinthians 12-14. Numbers of cessationists have become
charismatics by reading his work and coming to understand
Paul more clearly under the guiding pen of this widely
respected erudite scholar. These chapters in Paul are inspired
Scripture, and central to the life of the church as a whole, and
this discussion in particular. You owe it to yourself to
understand these chapters well. 

Buy this book. 
Read it. 

The helpful volume by Craig Keener, Gift And Giver: The Holy
Spirit For Today summarizes the biblical data well. His massive
Acts commentary takes up a detailed treatment of the book of
Acts. He also surveys the Spirit texts in the Gospels and Acts
more briefly here, in The Spirit in the Gospels and Acts: Divine

Purity and Power.

Max Turner's, The Holy Spirit And Spiritual Gifts: In the New Testament Church and Today summarizes the
biblical data well, and reflects carefully from a theologically robust perspective on how they operate today.
His Power from on High: The Spirit in Israel's Restoration and Witness in Luke-Acts is a detailed exegesis of
every Spirit text in Luke-Acts. 

R. T. Kedall's Holy Fire is a helpful brief introduction generally to the Spirit and his work.

Jeff Oliver's helpful 3-volume pop-level history, Pentecost To Present, traces miraculous gifts throughout
the church's history.

The late Michael Green's, I Believe In The Holy Spirit is a brief, readable, and robust treatment that will stir
the heart with worship to the Triune God. 

Wayne Grudem's detailed study of the gift of the prophecy in the NT (based on his doctoral work at the
University of Cambridge), The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today, is both an examination
of that gift in particular, and an argument for the continuation of it. He also takes up the issues briefly in
his Systematic Theology. 

Gerald Hawthorne, author of the WBC commentary
on Philippians, traces out in detail the work of the
Holy Spirit in the life and ministry of Jesus as
recorded in the gospels, in his work, The Presence
and The Power: the Significance of the Holy Spirit in
the Life and Ministry of Jesus. He carefully but
challengingly suggests that the truly and fully
divine Jesus operated in total dependance upon the
power of the Holy Spirit for his entire ministry. Jesus'
own ministry is thus a pattern and example for us
and how we should operate in the Spirit's power.

Jimmy Dunn's work, Jesus and the Spirit: A Study of
the Religious and Charismatic Experience of Jesus
and the First Christians as Reflected in the New
Testament, is a standard, thorough treatment of the
Jesus tradition and the early church from one of the
world's leading scholars of early Christianity.

Sam Storms covers the issues and texts with
thoroughness, pastoral sensitivity, and an
eminent practicality in his The Beginner's Guide To
Spiritual Gifts. 

For those who have come to accept that the Bible doesn't teach cessationsim, and think, "What now? How
do I start to practice these gifts, when I don't want to get into all sorts of unbiblical wackiness?" Sam's
practical work, Practicing the Power: Welcoming the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in Your Life, is both personally
challenging and particularly helpful.

Audio/Video
Gordon Fee's lectures through I Corinthians (and other related passages and issues) are available for
purchase here. 

Wayne Grudem's lectures following his Systematic Theology are free here; 

Baptism In And Filling With The Spirit
Gifts of the Spirit 1
Gifts of the Spirit 2
Gifts of the Spirit 3
Prophecy
Tongues

D. A. Carson's densely packed lectures through I Cor. 12-14, a brief summary of his book linked to
above, can be found free here; 

The Unity of the Body and the Diversity of Gifts (12:1–30)
The Most Excellent Way; or, When Does Perfection Come? (12:31–13:13)
Prophecy and Tongues: Pursuing What Is Better (14:1–19)
Order and Authority: Restraining Spiritual Gifts (14:20–40)
Unleashed Power and the Constraints of Discipline: Toward a Theology of Spiritual Gifts

Sam Storms' sermon series on "Life In The Spirit"(focusing mostly on I Cor. 12-14) can be found here;

Experiencing the Grace and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
Revelatory Gifts All For the Common Good
Faith, Healing, and Miracles A Trio of Misunderstood Gifts
What is Baptism in the Spirit and When does it Happen?
Spiritual Medicine for what Ails the Body
Love as a Way of Life - Putting Spiritual Gifts in Perspective
When the Perfect Comes - The Ever-Increasing Joy of Heaven
Worship in Spirit and Truth
Persevering in Prayer and the Healing Power of God
The Power and Pitfalls of Prophecy
Prophecy in Real Life
Tongues: Praying and Praising in the Spirit, Part 1
Tongues: Praying and Praising in the Spirit, Part 2
Interpretation of Tongues, Judging Prophetic Words, and Women!

The Convergance Conference website hosts a number of helpful resources, including loads of video
sessions with Sam Storms, Jack Deere, Matt Chandler, Andrew Wilson, Francis Chan, and others. 

Resources On Specific Gifts
Tongues
I have found the recent work by Sam Storms on Tongues (written at the
pastoral level), The Language Of Heaven, to be the single most helpful thing on
the topic I have seen. I summarized and reviewed it here. 

Anthony Hoekema's books on tongues and Spirit Baptism, combined in Tongues
and Spirit-baptism: A Biblical and Theological Evaluation, are an older, largely
negative evaluation of the classical Pentecostal position on tongues and Spirit
Baptism. The works were written prior to the rise of the Charismatic movement,
and the Third Wave Evangelicals prominent today. I suspect Hoekema would
write quite differently of Third Wave positions.

A variety of experts from different disciplines examine modern glossolalia in the volume, Speaking in
Tongues: Multi-Disciplinary Perspectives.

I've not read it yet, but Morton Kelsey's work Tongue Speaking: The History and Meaning of Charismatic
Experience, comes highly recommended to me. 

Prophecy 
An in-depth look at second temple perspectives and literature on prophecy, with NT development, is
found in the works of Aune, Prophecy in Early Christianity and the Ancient Mediterranean World,
and Apocalypticism, Prophecy, and Magic in Early Christianity: Collected Essays. 

Wayne Grudem's work based on his PhD at Cambridge University on prophecy, The Gift of Prophecy in the
New Testament and Today (Revised Edition), has become a (the?) standard work on the phenomenon in
the NT and today. 

Jack Deere's narrative treatment of prophecy, including a brief historical and theological evaluation,
Surprised by the Voice of God, is well-known and has helped many. His The Beginner's Guide to the Gift of
Prophecy, is a theological treatment of the gift aimed at its practical use today. 

Dallas Willard's Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with God, is a more devotional
treatment. 

Healing/Miracles
Lee Strobel brings his journalistic flair to helpful interviews
with various scholars who examine miracles from a range of
angles in The Case for Miracles: A Journalist Investigates
Evidence for the Supernatural. 

Pride of place now goes to the massive treatment by
charismatic and widely respected scholar Craig
Keener, Miracles: The Credibility of the New Testament
Accounts, which both argues against Hume's skepticism, and
documents a wealth of miracles in recent and the modern eras.
What began as a footnote to his massive Acts commentary has
become the standard treatment in its own right. 

Respected Jesus scholar Graham H. Twelftree brings his
erudition to a thorough treatment of the NT data for Jesus as
a miracle worker in the now standard work, Jesus the Miracle
Worker: A Historical and Theological Study. He brings the same
depth of study to the miraculous in Paul in Paul and the Miraculous: A Historical Reconstruction, arguing
that contrary to some common assumptions, Paul moved in the miraculous as normative. 

A recent thorough treatment of the nature miracles in the NT from a variety of Jesus scholars can be
found in The Nature Miracles of Jesus: Problems, Perspectives, and Prospects. 

Andrew Wilson's two lectures here are a great starting point;
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