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Apologetics
Most often, we can simply present the gospel and it will do its work. But sometimes, you will encounter a
“skeptic” while you witness. These are people who have serious doubts about the gospel message. They are
sometimes very intelligent people, but they are often under the mistaken impression that there are not
good reasons for accepting the gospel message as true. Paul met many such skeptics in his ministry. In this
handout we will focus on not only presenting the gospel, but also defending its truthfulness (that is,
providing “evidences” or “proof” that support the gospel message). In particular, we will focus on historical
reasons to accept the resurrection of Christ. In the book of Acts, we see time and time again that the
apostles presented and defended the Resurrection of Christ as the core of the Gospel, and could
extrapolate from that core the rest of the gospel message (I Cor. 15:1-32). In short, we are going to focus
on the resurrection, because that is where the Apostles focused.

Apologetics can be defined simply as "the defense of the gospel.”  For our purposes in this class, we are
going to think of it simply as presenting evidence for the resurrection of Christ, much like Paul does in his
own letters (e.g., I Cor. 15:1-8).

The Minimal Facts Approach
Contrary to some other apologetics approaches, we
are going to use here what has come to be called the
minimal facts approach. This is an evidentialist
approach pioneered by Gary Habermas and
presented in his helpful work, “The Case For The
Resurrection of Jesus.” This particular approach
considers only those data that are so strongly
attested historically that they are granted by nearly
every scholar who studies the subject, even the
rather skeptical ones. These facts meet two criteria:
they are well evidenced, and nearly every scholar
accepts them. These facts are like the “least common
denominator” and if you understand how they work together, you will have gained a powerful tool in
presenting the gospel to those who are more skeptical. You can hear Habermas talk about his approach at
length here, or examine a wealth of material he has made available here, or purchase his entire course on
the Resurrection produced here. Mike Licona has also made a variety of material along similar lines
available free here. The argument of the Minimal Facts Approach is a simple one;

1. Jesus' disciples sincerely believed he rose from the dead and appeared to them. 
2. External evidence and events support the authenticity of their belief in his resurrection: the

conversion of the church persecutor Paul, the conversion of the skeptic James, and the empty
tomb. 

3. Since no plausible opposing theories exist that can account for the historical facts, Jesus'
resurrection is the most plausible explanation.

“If the resurrection is true, then Christianity follows. No other
factors can change that.”

- Gary Habermas

The 5 Facts (4+1)
1. Jesus Died by Crucifixion

2. The Disciples’ Believed that Jesus Appeared

3. The Persecutor Paul Converted to Christianity

4. The Skeptic James Converted to Christianity

5. The Tomb was Found Empty

Explanation and Historical Sources for the Five
Facts;
1.    Jesus Died by Crucifixion (4 Non-Christian
Sources)

All 4 Gospels (Mark 15:25; Luke 22:33; Matt. 27:35; John 19:18)
Josephus (Ant. 18:63-64)

"Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he
was a doer of wonderful works—a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.
He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ;
(64) and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned
him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to
them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand
other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him,
are not extinct at this day." [There are a variety of questions about the authenticity of
some of this material, which Habermas explains in his work, and which Darrel Bock
explains further in "Studying The Historical Jesus."]
(Josephus, Flavius, and William Whiston. The Works of Josephus: Complete and
Unabridged. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1987. Print.)

Tacitus (Annals XV. 44)
"But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the emperor, and the propitiations of the gods
did not banish the sinister belief that the conflagration was the result of an order.
Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations,* called Christians by the
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty
during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a
most mischievous superstition thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in
Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and
shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular. Accordingly,
an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an
immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred
against mankind. Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins
of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed
to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination when daylight had expired. Nero
offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was exhibiting a show in the circus, while he
mingled with the people in the dress of a charioteer or stood aloft on a car. Hence, even for
criminals who deserve extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of
compassion; for it was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man’s cruelty,
that they were being destroyed." (As quoted in Barrett, C. K., ed. The New Testament
Background: Selected Documents. Revised. London: SPCK, 1987. Print.)

Lucian of Samosata (Passing of Perigrinus, 11)
"He interpreted and explained some of their books and even composed many, and they revered him
as a god, made use of him as a lawgiver, and set him down as a protector, next after that other, to be
sure, whom they still worship, the man who was crucified in Palestine because he introduced this new
cult into the world."
Mara Bar-Serapion
"What advantage did the Athenians gain from putting Socrates to death? Famine and plague came
upon them as a judgment for their crime. What advantage did the men of Samon gain from burning
Pythagoras? In a moment their land was covered with sand. What advantage did the Jews gain from
executing their wise King? It was just after that their kingdom was abolished. God justly avenged these
three wise men: the Athenians died of hunger; the Samians were overwhelmed by the sea; the Jews,
ruined and driven from their land, live in complete dispersion. But Socrates did not die for good; he
lived on in the statue of Hera. Nor did the wise king die for good; he lived on in the teaching which he
had given."
(As quoted by Norman L. Geisler, Baker encyclopedia of Christian apologetics, 1999, 383–384.)
Talmud (a later Jewish source with various inaccuracies)
"This implies, only immediately before [the execution], but not previous thereto. [In contradiction to
this] it was taught: On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was hanged. For forty days before the execution
took place, a herald went forth and cried, ‘He is going forth to be stoned because he has practiced
sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy. Any one who can say anything in his favor, let him come
forward and plead on his behalf.’ But since nothing was brought forward in his favor he was hanged on
the eve of the Passover!"
(Jacob Neusner, The Babylonian Talmud: A Translation and Commentary, vol. 16, Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson Publishers, 2011, pg. 220.)
 

“That he was crucified is as certain as anything historical can ever
be.”

- John Dominic Crossan
(Skeptical Jesus Scholar, in “Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography”)

2.    The Disciples Believed that the Risen Jesus
had Appeared
A. They Claimed That the Risen Jesus had Appeared  (Paul, Oral Tradition, WrittenA. They Claimed That the Risen Jesus had Appeared  (Paul, Oral Tradition, Written
Tradition, P.O.W. – 9 sources)Tradition, P.O.W. – 9 sources)

Paul Said the Disciples Claimed the Risen Jesus had AppearedPaul Said the Disciples Claimed the Risen Jesus had Appeared
Paul said that the Disciples claimed that Jesus Rose;

I Cor. 15:9-11
Galatians 2:1-10

Paul had the authority to make this claim;
He claimed this authority (2 Cor. 10:8; 11:5; 13:10; I Thess. 2:6; 4:2; 2 Thess. 3:4; Philemon 1:21)
This authority was acknowledged by the early church;
Clement of Rome (1 Clem. 5:3-5. Learn more about Clement of Rome here)
"Let us set before our eyes the good apostles. (4) There was Peter, who, because of unrighteous
jealousy, endured not one or two but many trials, and thus having given his testimony went to his
appointed place of glory. (5) Because of jealousy and strife Paul by his example pointed out the way to
the prize for patient endurance. (6) After he had been seven times in chains, had been driven into
exile, had been stoned, and had preached in the East and in the West, he won the genuine glory for
his faith, (7) having taught righteousness to the whole world and having reached the farthest limits of
the West. Finally, when he had given his testimony before the rulers, he thus departed from the world
and went to the holy place, having become an outstanding example of patient endurance."
(Michael William Holmes, The Apostolic Fathers: Greek Texts and English Translations, Updated ed.,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 35.)

Polycarp (Pol. Phil. 3:2; 12:1 Learn more about Polycarp and his life and death here).
"For neither I nor anyone like me can keep pace with the wisdom of the blessed and glorious Paul,
who, when he was among you in the presence of the men of that time, accurately and reliably taught
the word concerning the truth. And when he was absent he wrote you letters;16 if you study them
carefully, you will be able to build yourselves up in the faith that has been given to you, (3) “which is
the mother of us all,” while hope follows and love for God and Christ and for our neighbor leads the
way."
(Michael William Holmes, The Apostolic Fathers: Greek Texts and English Translations, Updated ed.,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 209.)
 
 Ignatius (Ign. Rom. 4.3)
 "I do not give you orders like Peter and Paul: they were apostles, I am a convict; they were free, but I
am even now still a slave. But if I suffer, I will be a freedman of Jesus Christ, and will rise up free in
him. In the meantime, as a prisoner I am learning to desire nothing."
(Michael William Holmes, The Apostolic Fathers: Greek Texts and English Translations, Updated ed.,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 171–173.)
 

Oral Tradition Testifies that the Disciples Claimed the Risen Jesus had Appeared Oral Tradition Testifies that the Disciples Claimed the Risen Jesus had Appeared 
1. Early Creed (I Cor. 15:3-8)

"For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.

7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared
also to me."

1 Co 15:3–8, ESV
How do we know it’s a creed?

1. “Delivered” and “Received” means tradition Paul had received and passed on (I Cor. 11:2,
23; 15:1-4;  Mark 7:13; Luke 1:2; Acts 6:14; Phil. 4:9; Jude 3)

2. 4-fold hoti “that”
3. “Cephas” is Aramaic
4. Content is stylized, containing parallelisms

What is the date of the Creed?
1. Within 5 years after Jesus’ Crucifixion
2. Crucifixion dated to A.D. 30 by most scholars (see details of that dating here)
3. Paul’s conversion dated A.D. 31-33
4. Paul goes away for 3 years after conversion, then meets Peter and James in Jerusalem,

probably receives creed then. (Gal. 1:18-19)
 This creed provides multiple, early, eyewitness testimony to the resurrection of Christ.

2. Sermon summaries (Acts 1-5, 10, 13, 17)
These sermons were within 20 years of Crucifixion
They provide early testimony to the resurrection, and possibly even eyewitness testimony

Written Tradition of Early Church Testifies that the Disciples Claimed that the Risen Jesus hadWritten Tradition of Early Church Testifies that the Disciples Claimed that the Risen Jesus had
Appeared Appeared 

All Four Gospels contain multiple claims by disciples that they had seen the risen Jesus
Clement of Rome (A.D. 95-97, I Clem. 42:3)
"The apostles received the gospel for us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus the Christ was sent forth
from God. (2) So then Christ is from God, and the apostles are from Christ. Both, therefore, came of
the will of God in good order. (3) Having therefore received their orders and being fully assured by the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and full of faith in the Word of God, they went forth with the
firm assurance that the Holy Spirit gives, preaching the good news that the kingdom of God was
about to come. (4) So, preaching both in the country and in the towns, they appointed their firstfruits,
when they had tested them by the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons for the future believers. (5) And
this was no new thing they did, for indeed something had been written about bishops and deacons
many years ago; for somewhere thus says the Scripture: “I will appoint their bishops in righteousness
and their deacons in faith.”
(Michael William Holmes, The Apostolic Fathers: Greek Texts and English Translations, Updated ed.,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 75.)

 
Polycarp (A.D. 110, Pol. Phil. 9:2)
"I urge all of you, therefore, to obey the teaching about righteousness and to exercise unlimited
endurance, like that which you saw with your own eyes not only in the blessed Ignatius and Zosimus
and Rufus but also in others from your congregation and in Paul himself and the rest of the apostles;
(2) be assured that all these “did not run in vain” but in faith and righteousness, and that they are
now in the place due them with the Lord, with whom they also suffered together. For they did not
“love the present world,” but him who died on our behalf and was raised by God for our sakes."
(Michael William Holmes, The Apostolic Fathers: Greek Texts and English Translations, Updated ed.,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 215.)

 
The disciples themselves claimed that the risen Jesus had appeared to them. Paul knew the apostles
personally and reports that they claimed that the Risen Jesus had appeared to them.

B. They Genuinely Believed that the Risen Jesus had AppearedB. They Genuinely Believed that the Risen Jesus had Appeared
The genuineness of their belief is shown in their transformation and willingness to die for that belief. Their
transformation is strongly documented. The apostles were transformed from men who abandoned and a
denied Jesus at his arrest and execution to men who, to their own bodily harm, boldly and publically
proclaimed Him as risen from the dead. No less than 7 major sources document their transformation and
willingness to suffer for their belief in Jesus resurrection.

Luke (First century - Acts 7; 12).
Clement of Rome, a contemporary of the Apostles, reports the suffering and death of the apostles
Peter and Paul (First century - 1 Clement 5:2-7 - see above).
Ignatius, who knew the Apostles, reports that the disciples were so encouraged by seeing and
touching the risen Jesus, they were unaffected by the fear of martyrdom. (early second century - Ign.
Smyrn. 3:2-3).
"For I know and believe that he was in the flesh even after the resurrection; (2) and when he came to
Peter and those with him, he said to them: “Take hold of me; handle me and see that I am not a
disembodied demon.” And immediately they touched him and believed, being closely united with his
flesh and blood.100 For this reason they too despised death; indeed, they proved to be greater than
death. (3) And after his resurrection he ate and drank with them like one who is composed of flesh,
although spiritually he was united with the Father. 
(Michael William Holmes, The Apostolic Fathers: Greek Texts and English Translations, Updated ed.,
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 187.)
Polycarp, appointed by the apostles, attests that Paul and all the apostles suffered (early second
century - Pol. Phil. 9:2 - See above).
Dionysius of Corinth (3rd century - in writings recorded by Eusebius)
"And that they both suffered martyrdom at the same time is stated by Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, in
his epistle to the Romans,11 in the following words: “You have thus by such an admonition bound
together the planting of Peter and of Paul at Rome and Corinth. For both of them planted and
likewise taught us in our Corinth. And they taught together in like manner in Italy, and suffered
martyrdom at the same time.” I have quoted these things in order that the truth of the history might
be still more confirmed."
(As quoted by Eusebius of Caesaria, Eusebius: Church History, Life of Constantine the Great, and
Oration in Praise of Constantine, 1890, 1, 130.)
Tertullian (Scorpiace 15, late second century)
"Now, then, the epistles of the apostles also are well known. And do we, (you say), in all respects
guileless souls and doves merely, love to go astray? I should think from eagerness to live. But let it be
so, that meaning departs from their epistles. And yet, that the apostles endured such sufferings, we
know: the teaching is clear."
(Tertullian, Latin Christianity: Its Founder, Tertullian, 1885, 3, 648.)
Origen (early 3rd century - Against Celsus 2.56, 77)
"But a clear and unmistakeable proof of the fact I hold to be the undertaking of His disciples, who
devoted themselves to the teaching of a doctrine which was attended with danger to human life,—a
doctrine which they would not have taught with such courage had they invented the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead; and who also, at the same time, not only prepared others to despise death, but
were themselves the first to manifest their disregard for its terrors."
 Origen, Fathers of the Third Century: Tertullian, Part Fourth; Minucius Felix; Commodian; Origen,
Parts First and Second, 1885, 4, 454.

"Are you to be allowed to meet the objection, that God does not perpetually show Himself to the
Hebrew nation, while we are not to be permitted the same defence with regard to Jesus, who has both
once risen Himself, and led His disciples to believe in His resurrection, and so thoroughly persuaded
them of its truth, that they show to all men by their sufferings how they are able to laugh at all the
troubles of life, beholding the life eternal and the resurrection clearly demonstrated to them both in
word and deed?"
Origen, Fathers of the Third Century: Tertullian, Part Fourth; Minucius Felix; Commodian; Origen,
Parts First and Second, 1885, 4, 463.

 
The willingness of the apostles to suffer and die is evidence of their sincerity. They truly believed that Jesus
had risen from the dead. So much so, that they were willing to die rather than deny that belief. It is not
implied that their belief verifies the truth of their beliefs. Many people have died for beliefs that were
ultimately false (think of Muslim jihadists). It does, however, demonstrate that they were not deliberately
lying. Liars make poor martyrs.

The fact is strongly attested to that Jesus disciples sincerely believed that he had risen from the dead and
appeared to them. Thus, legend and lies fail to account for the appearances, because the original apostles
both claimed and believed that the risen Jesus had appeared to them. Unlike the sincere adherents of
many modern religions, the apostles were in the unique position of being able to know whether their
religious claims were true or false.

3.    The Persecutor Paul Converted to Christ
A. Paul’s ConversionA. Paul’s Conversion

Paul recounts it in his undisputed letters, accepted by all scholars as authentically written by Paul (I
Cor. 15:9-10; Gal. 1:13-16; Phil. 3:6-7).
Luke records it in Acts (9; 22; 26).
Early oral tradition circulated in Jerusalem of his conversion (Gal. 1:22-23).

B. Paul’s Suffering and MartyrdomB. Paul’s Suffering and Martyrdom
Recorded by Paul (2 Cor. 11:23-28; Phil. 1:21-23)
Luke (Acts 14:19; 16:19-24; 17:5, 13-15; 18:12-13; 21:27-36; 23:12-35)
Clement of Rome (I Clem. 5:2-7 - see above)
By Polycarp (Pol. Phil 9:2 - see above)
By Tertullian (see above)
By Dionysius of Corinth (see above)
By Origen (cited by Eusebius. E.H. 3:1)
"What do we need to say concerning Paul, who preached the Gospel of Christ from Jerusalem to
Illyricum, and afterwards suffered martyrdom in Rome under Nero? These facts are related by Origen
in the third volume of his Commentary on Genesis."
(Eusebius of Caesaria, Eusebius: Church History, Life of Constantine the Great, and Oration in Praise
of Constantine, 1890, 1, 132–133.)

 

4.    The Skeptic James Converted to Christ
A. His ConversionA. His Conversion

The Brothers of Jesus were unbelievers prior to the resurrection (Mark 3:21, 31; 6:3-4; John 7:5).
Early Creed reports an appearance to James (I Cor. 15:7).
Paul and Acts identify James as a leader in the church (Gal. 1:19; Acts 15:12-21).

B. His MartyrdomB. His Martyrdom
Recorded by Josephus (First century - Ant. 20:200)
"...when, therefore, Ananus was of this disposition, he thought he had now a proper opportunity [to
exercise his authority]. Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he assembled the
sanhedrin of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose
name was James, and some others, [or, some of his companions]; and when he had formed an
accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be stoned; (201) but as for those
who seemed the most equitable of the citizens, and such as were the most uneasy at the breach of
the laws, they disliked what was done; they also sent to the king [Agrippa], desiring him to send to
Ananus that he should act so no more, for that what he had already done was not to be justified;
(202) nay, some of them went also to meet Albinus, as he was upon his journey from Alexandria, and
informed him that it was not lawful for Ananus to assemble a sanhedrin without his consent;—(203)
whereupon Albinus complied with what they said, and wrote in anger to Ananus, and threatened that
he would bring him to punishment for what he had done; on which king Agrippa took the high
priesthood from him, when he had ruled but three months, and made Jesus, the son of Damneus,
high priest. 
(Flavius Josephus and William Whiston, The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged, (Peabody:
Hendrickson, 1987), 538.)

 
Recorded at length by Hegesippus (recorded in Eusebius E.H. 2.23).
The manner of James’ death has been already indicated by the above-quoted words of Clement, who
records that he was thrown from the pinnacle of the temple, and was beaten to death with a club. But
Hegesippus,7 who lived immediately after the apostles, gives the most accurate account in the fifth
book of his Memoirs. He writes as follows:

 “James, the brother of the Lord, succeeded to the government of the Church in conjunction with
the apostles. He has been called the Just10 by all from the time of our Saviour to the present day;
for there were many that bore the name of James. He was holy from his mother’s womb; and he
drank no wine nor strong drink, nor did he eat flesh. No razor came upon his head; he did not
anoint himself with oil, and he did not use the bath. He alone was permitted to enter into the
holy place; for he wore not woolen but linen garments. And he was in the habit of entering alone
into the temple, and was frequently found upon his knees begging forgiveness for the people, so
that his knees became hard like those of a camel, in consequence of his constantly bending them
in his worship of God, and asking forgiveness for the people. Because of his exceeding great
justice he was called the Just, and Oblias, which signifies in Greek, ‘Bulwark of the people’ and
‘Justice,’13 in accordance with what the prophets declare concerning him. Now some of the seven
sects, which existed among the people and which have been mentioned by me in the Memoirs,
asked him, ‘What is the gate of Jesus?’ and he replied that he was the Saviour. On account of
these words some believed that Jesus is the Christ. But the sects mentioned above did not believe
either in a resurrection or in one’s coming to give to every man according to his works. But as
many as believed did so on account of James. Therefore when many even of the rulers believed,
there was a commotion among the Jews and Scribes and Pharisees, who said that there was
danger that the whole people would be looking for Jesus as the Christ. Coming therefore in a
body to James they said, ‘We entreat thee, restrain the people; for they are gone astray in regard
to Jesus, as if he were the Christ. We entreat thee to persuade all that have come to the feast of
the Passover concerning Jesus; for we all have confidence in thee. For we bear thee witness, as do
all the people, that thou art just, and dost not respect persons. Do thou therefore persuade the
multitude not to be led astray concerning Jesus. For the whole people, and all of us also, have
confidence in thee. Stand therefore upon the pinnacle of the temple, that from that high position
thou mayest be clearly seen, and that thy words may be readily heard by all the people. For all the
tribes, with the Gentiles also, are come together on account of the Passover.’ The aforesaid
Scribes and Pharisees therefore placed James upon the pinnacle of the temple, and cried out to
him and said: ‘Thou just one, in whom we ought all to have: confidence, forasmuch as the people
are led, astray after Jesus, the crucified one, declare to us, what is the gate of Jesus.’ And he
answered with a loud voice, ‘Why do ye ask me concerning Jesus, the Son of Man? He himself
sitteth in heaven at the right hand of the great Power, and is about to come upon the clouds of
heaven.’ And when many were fully convinced and gloried in the testimony of James, and said,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David,’ these same Scribes and Pharisees said again to one another, ‘We
have done badly in supplying such testimony to Jesus. But let us go up and throw him down, in
order that they may be afraid to believe him.’  And they cried out, saying, ‘Oh! oh! the just man is
also in error.’ And they fulfilled the Scripture written in Isaiah, ‘Let us take away8 the just man,
because he is troublesome to us: therefore they shall eat the fruit of their doings.’ So they went
up and threw down the just man, and said to each other, ‘Let us stone James the Just.’ And they
began to stone him, for he was not killed by the fall; but he turned and knelt down and said, ‘I
entreat thee, Lord God our Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ And while they
were thus stoning him one of the priests of the sons of Rechab, the son of the Rechabites, who
are mentioned by Jeremiah the prophet, cried out, saying, ‘Cease, what do ye? The just one
prayeth for you.’  And one of them, who was a fuller, took the club with which he beat out clothes
and struck the just man on the head. And thus he suffered martyrdom. And they buried him on
the spot, by the temple, and his monument still remains by the temple.2 He became a true
witness, both to Jews and Greeks, that Jesus is the Christ. And immediately Vespasian besieged
them.” 

These things are related at length by Hegesippus, who is in agreement with Clement. James was so
admirable a man and so celebrated among all for his justice, that the more sensible even of the Jews
were of the opinion that this was the cause of the siege of Jerusalem, which happened to them
immediately after his martyrdom for no other reason than their daring act against him."
(Eusebius of Caesaria, Eusebius: Church History, Life of Constantine the Great, and Oration in Praise
of Constantine, 1890, 1, 125–127.)

 
Recorded by Clement of Alexandria (as recorded in Eusebius E.H. 2:1)
"Then James, whom the ancients surnamed the Just on account of the excellence of his virtue, is
recorded to have been the first to be made bishop of the church of Jerusalem. This James was called
the brother of the Lord5 because he was known as a son of Joseph, and Joseph was supposed to be
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the brother of the Lord5 because he was known as a son of Joseph, and Joseph was supposed to be
the father of Christ, because the Virgin, being betrothed to him, “was found with child by the Holy
Ghost before they came together,” as the account of the holy Gospels shows.  But Clement in the
sixth book of his Hypotyposes writes thus: “For they say that Peter and James and John after the
ascension of our Saviour, as if also preferred by our Lord, strove not after honor, but chose James the
Just bishop of Jerusalem.” But the same writer, in the seventh book of the same work, relates also the
following things concerning him: “The Lord after his resurrection imparted knowledge to James the
Just and to John and Peter, and they imparted it to the rest of the apostles, and the rest of the
apostles to the seventy, of whom Barnabas was one."
(Eusebius of Caesaria, Eusebius: Church History, Life of Constantine the Great, and Oration in Praise
of Constantine, 1890, 1, 104.)

 

5.    The Tomb was Found Empty (JET)
Habermas calls his "Five Facts" the "4+1." This is because while the first four facts are essentially universally
accepted by all historians, the question of whether the tomb was found empty is debated by some.
Nonetheless, the empty tomb is accepted by some 3/4 of historians, regardless of their religious belief. It
thus still meets the requirements of being a "minimal fact." There are at least three factors that make the
historical claim that the tomb was found empty a historically credible one. These can be helpfully
remembered with the acronym JET.

1. Jerusalem FactorJerusalem Factor
It would have been impossible for Christianity to survive and expand in Jerusalem if the
body of Jesus was still in the tomb. In order to defeat the new religion, the enemies would
only have to produce the corpse.

2. Enemy AttestedEnemy Attested
In claiming that the disciples stole the body, his enemies indirectly affirmed that the tomb
was in fact empty. They would not have claimed that the disciples stole the body if the
body was still there. (Matt. 28:12-13)

3. Testimony of WomenTestimony of Women
Women are listed as the primary witnesses to the empty tomb. It’s unlikely that the
disciples would have invented the story of women finding the empty tomb, since in their
day a women’s testimony was not highly regarded and in fact would have been damaging
to their claim. (Luke 24:11).

    

Watching the Five Facts Work Together 
How do these five widely accepted facts of history
work together to create an argument for the
Resurrection? How does the Resurrection provide
explanatory power for them? The brief video here
attempts a summary of the logic;

But we need also to beware the mistaken
assumption that setting out historical facts can
ultimately compel faith. Only God's Spirit can draw
hearts to Himself. N.T. Wright perceptively notes this
reality in words with which we can end:

"That is why, though the historical arguments for Jesus’ bodily resurrection are truly strong, we must
never suppose that they will do more than bring people to the questions faced by Thomas, Paul and
Peter, the questions of faith, hope and love. We cannot use a supposedly ‘objective’ historical
epistemology as the ultimate ground for the truth of Easter. To do so would be like lighting a candle to
see whether the sun had risen. What the candles of historical scholarship will do is to show that the
room has been disturbed, that it doesn’t look like it did last night, and that would-be ‘normal’
explanations for this won’t do. Maybe, we think after the historical arguments have done their work,
maybe morning has come and the world has woken up. But to investigate whether this is so we must
take the risk and open the curtains to the rising sun. When we do so, we won’t rely on the candles any
more, not because we don’t believe in evidence and argument but because they will have been
overtaken by the larger reality from which they borrow, to which they point, and in which they will find
a new and larger home. All knowing is a gift from God, historical and scientific knowing no less than
that of faith, hope and love; but the greatest of these is love."
(Tom Wright, Surprised by Hope, (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2007), 85–86.)
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