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I spent most of my Christian life almost completely ignoring the Gospels. I couldn’t have told you what was
in one as opposed to what was in another. I couldn’t have explained why they were the same, or why they
were different (apart from repeating some silliness about how “Matthew paints Jesus as Messiah, Mark as
Servant, Luke as Son of Man, and John as Son of God” that I had picked up somewhere). I didn’t
understand their structure, or their message.

And frankly, I didn’t really like the main character all that much. He seemed a little bland and boring
compared to the Jesus I knew to be the God I worshipped. I read the Gospels through occasionally of
course. But never well. And I never studied them deeply. 
Then, four things happened to me almost all at once. 

Four Providential Movements That Compelled Me
To The Gospels
First, and I think providentially, I had opportunity to set under some teachers who were capable of
studying the Gospels very well. I had known since I first read the section on the Gospels in Gordon Fee’s,
NT Exegesis that I simply did not have the exegetical competency to study them well. (And this remained
true after graduating, with honors, from a 4-year diploma program in biblical studies at a Fundamentalist
Bible College). I refused to study them poorly. I remember some fellow Bible College students being very
upset with me when I explained my reluctance to preach and teach in the Gospels, due to how unprepared
I was to do so. (They were of course convinced that they were quite competent - even though, in my
opinion, they had no real comprehension of the difficulties and complexities involved.) This is not to make
the Gospels sound unapproachable, or suggest that studying the Gospels requires having letters behind
one's name. Anyone can study them well, if they learn some basic principles. 

But we should not hide from the divinely inspired complexity of the Gospels. That complexity is part of
their genius, and we diminish the creativity of the Spirit in inspiring them when we pretend that their
fruits are all so low-hanging that they can be harvested without serious effort. Without some basic
training, it is easy to terribly mishandle them, especially in teaching and preaching them. There's a much
greater burden on the one who stands before others and says, "This is what the Bible says" than there is on
the one who studies solely for personal benefit. I feel that burden heavily, perhaps to a fault. And while I
had been comfortable preaching in most of the Bible, I knew I wasn't competent to handle the Gospels. In
one sense, they're like any other biblical literature. "However, it is not quite that easy. The four Gospels
form a unique literary genre for which there are few real analogies. Their uniqueness...is what presents most
of our exegetical problems" (Fee and Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth,
pg. 132). The principles of studying the Gospel genre need to be taught if one is to communicate the
Gospels well. 

But in God's timing, with readings in Fee, Greidanus, Bock, Blomberg, and some others behind me, I
eventually had opportunity while interning at Credo House to take some courses with Craig Blomberg,
Darrel Bock, Daniel Wallace, and Craig Keener, and to pick their brains and bombard them with questions.
I also went through Gordon Fee's Audio course at Regent College on the Gospels. These men are masters
of the Gospels and of Jesus studies. I soaked it up. Don't get me wrong. I still have so much to learn. I feel
like I'm just learning to wade in the shallows of Jesus studies. But after years of knowing and frankly
admitting my own limitations, I finally became comfortable enough to broach into this scary mine field
where so many, so often, go so wrong. I think God knew my personal hesitancies, and provided for me to
overcome them.

Second, I was given the theological bravery to face the questions the Gospels posed, without demanding
the simplistic answers I once had thought necessary. For most of my life, when questions seemed like they
might threaten my faith, I simply pushed them to the back of my mind and refused to ask them. “You just
have to close your mind to certain things,” was advice I had been repeatedly given in Bible College, and I
took it to heart. The questions raised by the Gospels scared me. My Christian faith had been built in such
a way that if there were contradictions in the Gospels, my entire faith would crumble. But my faith came
to be reoriented around a Risen Jesus. As the Resurrection grew in my heart, I realized I could ask any
questions, and come to any conclusions, and as long as Jesus was alive, my faith was secure. This liberated
me. I didn’t have to be scared of the Gospels anymore. And I didn’t have to demand simplistic (and
sometimes absurd) harmonizations between them. I could let them speak for themselves. 

Third, I simply came to respect the Bible as God’s Word more highly than I ever had before. My hunger for
it grew like never before. My conviction that is was both very human, and very divine, deepened to a place
it had never been before. This truly was God’s Word, given in human words in history. And hearing Him
meant studying it. All of it. As He had given it (not as I might choose to rearrange and harmonize it). And
this is a key point. We can access Paul because we have the actual words he wrote. But one of the unique
things about the Christian faith is that Jesus did not write anything. Others wrote about him. And what
their accounts record often differ from one another. This fact, that the Gospels are not written by Jesus,
and differ from one another, compels us to study them as he gave them. Gordon fee explains; 

"Thus they are not books by Jesus but books about Jesus, which at the same time contain a large
collection of various sayings and teachings. The difficulty this presents to us should not be overstated,
but it is there and needs to be addressed. The nature of this difficulty might best be seen by noting an
analogy from Paul in Acts and his epistles. If we did not have Acts, for example, we could piece
together some of the elements of Paul’s life from the epistles, but such a presentation would be
meager. Likewise, if we did not have his epistles, our understanding of Paul’s theology based solely on
his speeches in Acts would likewise be meager—and somewhat out of balance. For key items in Paul’s
life, therefore, we read Acts and feed into this the information found in his epistles. For his teaching
we do not first go to Acts but to the epistles, and to Acts as an additional source. But the gospels are
not like Acts, for here we have both a narrative of Jesus’ life and large blocks of his sayings (teachings)
as an absolutely basic part of that life. But the sayings were not written by him, as the epistles were by
Paul. Jesus’ native tongue was Aramaic, which appears only once, in his cry from the cross; his
teachings thus come to us only in Greek. Moreover, the same saying frequently occurs in two or three
of the gospels, and even when it occurs in the exact chronological sequence or historical setting, it is
seldom found with exactly the same wording in each. To some this reality can be threatening, but it
need not be. It is true, of course, that certain kinds of scholarship have distorted this reality in such a
way as to suggest that nothing in the four gospels is trustworthy. But this is a historically problematic
conclusion. Equally good scholarship has demonstrated the historical reliability of the gospel materials.

Our point here is a simple one: God gave us what we know about Jesus’ earthly ministry in this way,
not in another way that might better suit someone’s mechanistic, tape-recorder mentality. And in any
case the fact that the Gospels were not written by Jesus but about him, including many things said by
him, is a part of their genius, we would argue, not their weakness."
(Fee and Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, Fourth Edition, pg. 133–134.)

 
The more deeply I came to believe in the inspiration of Scripture as God's Word, the more convinced I
became that however difficult the problems posed by the Gospels are, these works must be treated as God
gave them. Our "reconstructions" and "harmonies" that mix and match the material of the Gospels
together is not the inspired word of God. God choose to tell the story this way. With all of it's beautiful
similarities and consistencies, and its equally beautiful differences. Not our harmonies of them, but the
four-fold Gospel Book itself, is the inspired Word of God to us.

The fourth thing that happened was by far the most monumental. Perhaps partly because of the first three
things (perhaps before them? Or after them?) I came to fall in love with Jesus himself. Not the Jesus I had
always served before, who looked strangely like an AR-toting Republican Fundamentalist preacher, calling
for the militant overthrow of the government, while screaming hatefully against “sodomites,” smacking a
big black Bible, and carrying a blood-red “abortion is murder” sign just for good measure. All while hoping I
would feel really guilty for being so bad, and so clean up my life and change my music, my friends, and my
TV choices, so that I could become good too. No - this was someone fundamentally different. Someone
fundamentally more radical. 

Here, in the Gospels, was a figure not boring. And not like me. Here was a figure infinitely more intriguing.
Immeasurably more compelling. 

A figure I understood far less. 
A figure I felt overwhelmed by. 
A figure I knew I needed to bow before. 
A figure who, for the first time, compelled me to want to. 
A figure who I could sense held unfathomable power in His breast, and yet who turned his cheek when
threatened. Who didn’t fight back. Who spoke of loving enemies, of feeding the poor, of serving the
needy. 

A figure who proclaimed, enigmatically, that the kingdom of God, while in some sense still awaiting its full
consummation, had also somehow already come in His very Person and work. A figure who somehow was
at once the scariest, and gentlest, man I had ever known. A figure who had the audacity to demand that
the whole Bible was either all about Him, or was utterly unimportant. A figure unimpressed with outward
obedience, who could peer into the dark and hidden corners of my very soul, and demand that the light
shine even there. Who exposed what I knew to be  the real sins of my heart. Not the outward stuff I had
imagined, but the greed, and lust, and hate, and worry, and fear, and ambition, and pride, and envy, and
slander, and malice.

A figure who could, with only his words, calm storms, raise dead men, rebuke demons, and make broken
limbs grow straight. And yet who stood silent while beaten and wrongly executed. A figure who didn’t just
speak of love, but embodied it. A figure who in dying an atoning death he had not earned somehow
mysteriously defeated every evil power the cosmos had ever seen. Who didn’t come to kill his enemies, but
to die for them. And a figure who in being raised from that death was vindicated as the very Son of God
He had subtly but clearly claimed Himself to be. A figure who was, in ways I didn’t understand, putting
right everything I didn’t even realize was wrong.

And this figure called me to follow Him. To leave everything else behind. To join His ragtag group of
unimportant, unknown, and generally unliked, followers. To give it all until there was nothing left. To be
nothing, and nobody, and no one. But to be it for Him. To reorient my every breath until it was wrapped
around Him, and the Gospel that tells His story. To use the popular words of another author - I met the
Jesus I never knew. And I was captivated, and compelled to worship Him.

I think you would be too. I can’t urge enough a careful study of the biblical Gospels. They are among the
most neglected portions of the Bible in the evangelical church today (and in the sub-evangelical culture
that calls itself Fundamentalism, and in the sub-sub culture I call "Neo-Fundamentalism"). But you will
meet Jesus there as He truly is. As he has been revealed by God. Maybe not as you’ve known him before.
Maybe a Jesus you don’t really like. Maybe a Jesus you’ve never known. But a Jesus who is more compelling
than you could ever imagine. 

Do it. Read them. Study them. Well. Meet Him. Worship Him. 

Jonathan Pennington says so well;

"In the Gospels we encounter the Lord Jesus in the flesh in a way that we cannot in theological
summaries of what he did. The followers of Jesus could have simply told us that Jesus is
compassionate, that he is caring, that he welcomes children and gentiles. These are all potential and
true apostolic statements. But they don’t engage us or enable us to know Jesus in the same way we
can when those same apostles give us in narrative form Jesus’s words and actions. Moreover, what it
means to be compassionate and welcoming is much deeper than this summarized statement can
convey. Experience alone brings fullness of knowledge, and story (and more broadly, art) enables us to
gain life experience vicariously."
(Pennington, J. T. Reading the Gospels Wisely: A Narrative and Theological Introduction, p. 48).

He summarizes; 

"...we need the Gospels because in the Gospels alone we have a personal, up-front encounter with
Jesus Christ. As much as we love and need the Epistles, they are not enough. There is a reason why the
fourfold Gospel witness has always stood at the head of the New Testament canon and why the
Gospels have always been so beloved. It is because in them we encounter the risen Christ in person.
We learn not just about him and what he theologically accomplished for us and what we are supposed
to do as a result, but we get to see the sweet Lion and the roaring Lamb in action—loving people,
showing compassion, teaching and discipling, rebuking and correcting, suffering and ultimately dying
for us. We encounter him in a way unique to the Gospels."
 (Pennington, Reading the Gospels Wisely, pp. 48–49). 

"We need the Gospels because in the Gospels alone we have a
personal,

up-front encounter with Jesus Christ."
- Jonathan Pennington

 
Mark Strauss introduces his study of the Gospels by explaining; 

"To Christian believers, the Gospels record the “greatest story ever told,” the events of the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus, the Messiah. They narrate the climax and turning point of human history,
when God acted decisively to achieve salvation for people everywhere. To study the Gospels is to study
the foundation of Christianity. Even to those who do not follow Jesus as their Lord, the Gospels serve
as the primary source documents for information about the most influential life ever lived. Jesus of
Nazareth has been the topic of more books, movies, discussions, and debates than any person in
history. Even our calendar is dated from the beginning of this man’s life. Millions have dedicated their
lives to serving him. Countless thousands have died as martyrs for his cause."
(Strauss, M. L. Four portraits, One Jesus, p. 19). 

But How Do I Study The Gospels? 
Where Do I Start?

That’s a great question! And people often ask it of me. If I'm going to preach or teach in the Gospels,
where do I start? What resources do I need? What should I buy? Here's a few suggestions;

1) Get A Brief Introduction To Biblical Interpretation, Focusing On The

Gospels. 

The chapters on the Gospels in “How to Read the Bible for All Its
Worth” by Fee and Stuart comprise the single best concise intro to
the Gospels I’ve ever seen. It gives a fundamentally helpful
explanation of the importance of reading the gospels well, including
the importance of reading “horizontally” and “vertically” (explained
more below). Watch the much younger Fee explain Hermeneutics
here, or at great length, watch him lecture through the material here. 

Buy this book. Period. You will not regret it. I've never seen a more helpful introduction to studying the
Bible, and its section on the Gospels is one of the best parts of the book. It's one of only a half-dozen
books that I think every single English speaker in the world should read (It's also available in Spanish and a
few other languages I think). It profoundly shaped my Bible reading, and thus my walk with God. I will be
eternally grateful to Gordon Fee for helping me read the Bible well and encounter God in its pages. And I
suspect thousands of others Christians (maybe hundreds of thousands) would say the same thing. Mark
Strauss testifies to the book's influence on him on the right. And Fee explains the book himself here;

The chapters on the Gospels in “New Testament Exegesis” by Gordon Fee will take one who can stand a
little Greek even further in learning how to approach a Gospel pericope, and will point the reader to a
number of important tools, as well as taking them by the hand through every step of Gospels study.

There’s also a wealth of helpful information geared particularly towards preachers on how to preach the
Gospels contained in “The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text” by Sidney Greidanus.

2) Get An Introduction To The Gospels As A Whole. 

I highly recommend Craig Blomberg’s Introduction
to “Jesus and the Gospels.” It's a standard text for a
reason.

Robert Stein’s excellent “Studying the Synoptic
Gospels” accomplishes something similar.

The chapters in a good NT intro like Carson and Moo
would go a long way towards a similar goal.

One could also read the more user friendly Gospels
intro by Mark Strauss, “Four Portraits, One Jesus,” or,
with a more specific historical focus, Darrell Bock’s “Studying The Historical Jesus.”

A wealth of material is available for the ardent student in the IVP Dictionary of Jesus And The Gospels,
2nd ed. 

3) A Synopsis Of The Gospels Is The Single Most Important Resource.

Getting A Good Synopsis
A Gospels synopsis is essential to studying the Gospels, and they cannot be studied deeply or well without
one. One will learn to look instinctively for the editorial choices of selectivity, arrangement, and
adaptation exercised by each Evangelist (a title for the author of a Gospel). That is, which stories and
sayings would they include? How would they arrange them? And how would they adapt them to suite their
unique purpose? The standard one, for good reason, is the Synopsis Quattuor Evangeliorum, now in its
fifteenth edition. The diglot version has the English text on one page, and the Greek text on the other. If
you know no Greek, the English pages are still worth the price of the book. It contains helpful footnotes on
the English page that point out differences in major English translations, while the corresponding section
on the Greek page takes up textual variants. Gordon Fee walks one though how to use this important
synopsis in his chapter in “NT Exegesis.” This Standard Synopsis is available here. If you are serious about
studying the Gospels, this is the work you want to buy (or if you're really nerdy, the Greek-only edition
here). My understanding is that this work has reprinted the English side of this work as a stand-alone.

Another very good one, only in English (no Greek), with a wealth of helpful articles along the way, is the
one found here. Its translation is intentionally very literal and wooden, so that you can clearly see
differences and similarities of wording between the Gospels often obscured in modern translations. The
articles scattered throughout are phenomenal.

While I would most recommend one of those two, there are others available out there. Several are
explained in the resources listed above. The NET Bible has produced an entirely free one here, which can
be dowloaded and read as PDF or printed. Gundry produced one of the NIV here. A different approach is
taken by Throckmorton here. While not providing the much more helpful line-by-line parallelism of the
standard work above, Holman has produced a CSB parallel Gospels here. While it's not very well done, if a
reader refuses to use anything but the KJV, a harmony has been produced here. (I would love to see a
better KJV Gospels Synopsis done, and have asked Crossway to produce one of the ESV, to no avail). Any
of these can be helpful. But the standard one listed above has become the standard for a reason.

Reading The Gospels Horizontally 
A Synopsis allows you to study the gospels in the two most important ways. The gospels recount the story
of Jesus, the very center of our faith. But there are four of them, not one of them. So when we read them,
we must read in two different ways. And we surely must do both. Fee explains, "Because of the unique
nature of the Gospels, however, you must do two things here: think horizontally, and think vertically. This is
simply our way of saying that, when interpreting or reading one of the Gospels, one needs to keep in mind
the two realities noted above: that there are four of them, and that they are “two-level” documents." (p.
140). He goes on to explain that "To think horizontally means that when studying a pericope in any one
gospel, it is usually helpful to be aware of the parallels in the other Gospels. To be sure, this point must not
be overdrawn, since none of the Evangelists intended his gospel to be read in parallel with the others.
Nonetheless, the fact that God has provided four Gospels in the canon means that they cannot be read
totally in isolation from one another" (Fee and Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, p. 140).
 

A Gospels synopsis is the single most important tool in reading the Gospels horizontally, because of how it
lays out the text. For example, here's Matt. 7:1-5 in the Standard Synopsis, laid out beside it's parallels in
the other Gospels; 

But at the end of the day, the most important reason to read the Gospels horizontally is to be able to
come back and read them again vertically, in a more informed way. That is, we don't just read the Gospel
passages in parallel to mesh them all together and say what "really happened." We read them in parallel
because this helps us appreciate the differences between each Evangelist's presentation that signals to us
their unique purposes in telling the story the way they do. Thus, after reading horizontally, we come back
again and read vertically again. 

Reading The Gospels Vertically 
But to only read horizontally would be to flatten out the differences between the Gospels, and to act as
though God only gave us one, rather than the fourfold gospel that he inspired. So we also, and much more
importantly, must learn to read vertically. This is to read a particular Gospel, from beginning to end. Pay
attention to what comes before and what comes after in the text. Very likely, this is not what came before
or after historically. But each Evangelist has chosen to tell the Jesus story the way he has for a reason. He
has placed the Jesus stories and Jesus sayings in his own arrangement to make a point that is bigger than
just a recounting of bare history. And ultimately, his inspired interpretation of Jesus and presentation of
him is the inspired Word of God to us. Fee explains,

"To think vertically means that when reading or studying a narrative or teaching in the Gospels, one
should try to be aware of both historical contexts—that of Jesus and that of the Evangelist. Again, our
first word here is one of caution. The purpose of thinking vertically is not primarily to study the life of
the historical Jesus. That indeed should always be of interest to us. But the Gospels in their present
form are the word of God to us; our own reconstructions of Jesus’ life are not. And again, one should
not overdo this kind of thinking. It is only a call for the awareness that many of the gospel materials
owe their present context to the Evangelists, and that good interpretation may require appreciating a
given saying first in its original historical context as a proper prelude to understanding that same word
in its present canonical context."
(Fee & Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, Fourth Edition, p. 145).

Strauss likewise explains; 

"It is important to read the Gospels on their own terms, following the progress of each narrative from
introduction, to conflict, to climax, to resolution. Reading this way has been called reading vertically,
following the story from top to bottom—that is, from beginning to end. The alternative to such a
vertical reading is a harmonistic approach, which brings the four Gospels together as one story. The
danger of a harmony is that it risks distorting or obscuring each Gospel’s inspired and unique
presentation."
 Strauss, M. L. Four portraits, One Jesus, pp. 32–33).

A "Gospels Reader" (very different from a Synopsis) like the one by Crossway here, the beautiful leather
one here, or the 4-volume set that will soon be available here, can be a marvelous tool for reading the
Gospels vertically. You will enjoy the Jesus story in powerful ways by simply reading through the Gospels,
one at a time, in their entirety, without the distractions of chapter divisions, verse divisions, marginal
notes, etc. Just the pure, plain, unadulterated biblical text. 
 

Harmonizing The Gospels
If your interest is specifically on "harmonizing" the Gospels and "reconciling" discrepancies, a few resources
are in order. I don't think generally that this is the best way to study the Gospels. One who is looking to
"harmonize" them will miss much (most?) of their message along the way, if that is all they do. And its easy
to radically misconstrue the Gospels if one approaches them with only this goal in mind. Nonetheless, if
kept in perspective, it can be a helpful goal. The classic treatment arguing for harmony, which amazingly
touches on essentially every "discrepancy" advocated even by the most modern skeptic, is the ancient
treatment by Augustine of Hippo. Mike Licona has brought that kind of discussion up to date, with an
intriguing (and to my mind largely convincing) proposal about the nature of the Gospels in his "Why Are
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intriguing (and to my mind largely convincing) proposal about the nature of the Gospels in his "Why Are
There Differences In The Gospels?" (He builds on Richard Burridge's landmark work, the eagerly awaited
third edition of which will be available here). And if one is specifically interested in whether they can be
treated as historically accurate documents, Craig Blomberg's "The Historical Reliability of the Gospels" is
still the best thing around, available as a video course here. And if your interest is specifically in why these
four Gospels became a part of the Christian canon, when skeptics tell us regularly that there were dozens
of others that Christian's "suppressed" so they could perpetrate lies about Jesus, then Charles Hill's utterly
enjoyable and extremely convincing defense of the four canonical Gospels against such skeptical claims in
"Who Choose The Gospels?" will bless your heart.

4) Get Darrell Bock’s Jesus According to Scripture. 

One work stands in a class by itself. "Jesus According To Scripture" by Darrell Bock is essentially a
commentary on the Gospels Synopsis (not the kind of simplistic attempt at a harmony in older works like
Walvoord). As you work through a Gospels Synopsis, you come to each pericope one at a time. You could
consult a separate commentary for each of the Gospels at each point. But this work gives you the same
material in one volume. And at every step it pays special attention not only to how the Evangelists differ,
but to the editorial and theological motives that cause them to do so. That is, it gives special focus in every
Gospels pericope to the intent of the biblical writer in writing and editing his gospel as he did. It's one of
the most helpful tools for Gospels study I have ever seen. I can’t imagine studying the Gospels without it.
It's part of a 3-Volume set of works by Bock on Studying the Gospels, (not counting his individual
commentaries on each Gospel). But it has total usefulness by itself without any of the other volumes. Get
it. You will not regret it. 

5) Finally, Get A Good Critical Commentary On Each Gospel.

Any commentary in any of the standard critical sets will be helpful. But I have found the volumes in the
NIGTC, NICNT, BECNT, and ZECNT series’ to be especially helpful for the Gospels, giving attention at
each point to parallels, differences, editorial activity, and theological intent (the NIGTC most of all).

I wouldn’t list it as it’s own step, but in addition, there are a handful of great audio lectures or videos that
take the listener by the hand and walk them expertly through the Gospels and the story of Jesus, produced
by some of the best Gospels scholars around. Especially if one doesn’t like heavy reading, or learns better
by listening than reading, they could perhaps skip the intro in step 2, and listen through one of these
instead.

Robert Stein’s marvelous survey is free here.
Craig Blomberg’s excellent survey is free here.
Darrell Bock’s Life of Christ lectures are free here.
The Bible Project will eventually have treatments of each Gospel here. 
But pride of place, if one can spend a little bit of money, goes to Gordon Fee’s lectures available as
DVD or downloads here.

I met Jesus while listening to these lectures in a way I never had before. They quite literally changed my
life. Deeply. I cannot too highly recommend them. They are worth every penny you will spend, a thousand
times over.

For The Average Bible Student;
Most of this post and its recommended resources are aimed at those who preach and teach. And I get
asked often by by preachers and teachers for advice on handling the Gospels. But perhaps you say, "But
Tim, I'm not a preacher. I'm not planning a series of lessons through the Gospels. I just want to read and
study them for myself." What advice would I give? 

1) Buy “How To Read The Bible for All It’s Worth”, and read its section on the Gospels.
2) Either buy Mark Strauss' “Four Portraits, One Jesus,” or listen to one of the audio lecture series
linked to above. 
3) Buy and learn how to use a good Gospels Synopsis (preferably one of the two mentioned above). 
4) Buy a good commentary on one Gospel (if you like details, from the NICNT set, if not, from
the TNTC, BST, or NTE set) and work through it while you study that particular Gospel. 

Then, repeat steps 1-4 for each Gospel. And meet with Jesus in powerful new ways! 

Just Read Them!
If one simply can't purchase any of those tools, then just get ahold of a good reader like the ESV one here
(which takes out chapter and verse divisions, and presents just the bare text). Even if you can purchase
each of these resources, never forget that the value of studying the Biblical text can never replace the
importance of just simply reading the text out loud. Take your reader. Block out an appropriate chunk of
time. Get alone somewhere. And take the time to gloriously read through each Gospel, by itself, out loud,
as a whole. The experience will change you. You just might walk away having encountered a Jesus you
never knew. For the serious student or preacher though, I would recommend the additional resources
noted above, or perhaps at least one resource from each of the 5 suggestions above. 

The Gospels As The Keystone in the Archway of
the Canon
I quite agree with Pennington's bold claim that the
Gospels are the very center and most important part
of the Bible. We end with his brief summary;

"I like to think of the fourfold Gospel book, or
Tetraevangelium, as the keystone in a Roman
archway. The keystone is essential for holding
together both sides of the archway, and it alone
enables the arch to stand and serve as an
entryway. So too, the fourfold Gospel book
functions as the portion of Holy Scripture that is
so fitted and placed that it holds together the
archway with its two sides—the Old Testament Scriptures on the one side and the rest of the New
Testament writings on the other. The Gospel accounts complete and make ultimate sense of the story
of God’s work in the world as found in the Jewish Scriptures, while at the same time they serve as the
fountainhead for the rest of the apostolic witness and teaching. The fourfold witness of the Gospels
provides the guiding principle (even regula fidei) and lodestar for understanding and standing under
all of Holy Scripture. The Gospels providentially and uniquely stand at the interpretive fulcrum for
reading all of the Bible, for they focus on the revelation of God in Jesus Christ, the final Word spoken
by God."
(Jonathan T. Pennington, Reading the Gospels Wisely, pg. 231.)
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